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\ The work is a film reminiscent of the life of Loan, a Viethamese woman who
Phuong Hoang

is pushed away by fate as a drift in the water waves, subjected to many
¢ polar poles from an early age to adulthood. But the rise, not surrendering to

fate, and the help of good people on the way of life, helps Loan overcome
gender stereotypes, secularism and even skin color discrimination while
living in the West. West.

Starting a business at the age of six and
the reward is forgotten

At the age of six, the Cuc girl (i.e. Loan later) came into being to make
money selling scissors made from sugar cane. This is just a toddler's
first step against later thunderstorms.

When I was six years old, one morning I was called by my father. He

ordered me to spread my right palm and drop three coins. I stood there, my
eyes wide open without knowing what to do. Before I could ask, he said:

“Now it's time for you to make money. These are three coins. You go to buy
sugar and bring it back to your mother. Mom will show you how to make
candy pulled from cane sugar. After you're done, you're going to Ha Tinh.
Remember to retail each one! Stand where the car is crowded, crowded, in
front of the ball theater or next to the guards in front of the barracks gate.
Then bring the money back to Dad. If you do well and sell out, Dad will
reward you with a dong .

Chao 6i, d6 1a cd mot gia sdn! Toi coi tat cd nhitng diéu nay 1a minh ching
cla su tin cay, tim toi tran ngap cdm xuc ty hao. T6i cam chat ba dong tién
xu trong tay, long day sung sudng, chay ngay di mua duong & cdch ddy may
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'T'm numb to know I'm sold into a brothel'
tre.

“Hai vién keo gid mot xu. Phai rao that to va rd rang chit ‘Bonbon’ dé ngudi
ta nghe dugc con! Ma cam dugc an mot chiéc nao trong d6 va dirng danh roi
mot déng xu nao ca!” “Bonbon” 1a tir ngoai quoc dau tién ma t6i hoc duoc.
BO toi biét n6i mat it tiéng Phap.

DPuong vao thi xa chang c6 gi nguy hiém. Nén tw phdp An Nam clia ching toi
rat ha khac voi nhitng phién toa x& nhanh va cac ban an ndng né duogc thi
hanh ngay 1ap tuc. Ai pham t0i sé bi chat ngon tay, ban tay hay tham chi bi
chém dau. Tat ca ngwoi dan sdng & day déu biét ro diéu nay. Va nhu vay ai
cling c6 thé thoai mai di lai vao cd lic ban ngay va ban dém ma khong phai
dé phong.

Tbi 1én duwdong mot minh vai ro keo da day kin. Pén thi xa Ha Tinh, t6i chon
cho minh ché ding trudc mot rap chiéu bong. Hwong vi keo thom lirng
trong miii t6i va miéng thi a day nudc dai. T6i twdng twong vi chiéc keo tan
ra nhu thé nao trén lugi, nhung khong dam an du chi mot chiéc, vi sg hai
hinh phat s& dén. Va nhu vay tdi danh chi nuét nuwéc bot va nguyén riaa
thanh tre manh va déo dat & sau clta ra vao dugc dung lam roi ddnh don &
nha toi.

Moi lan rao hang toi lai kKhuyén mai moét nu cudi that twoi, tdi ban ct nhw
choi va chdng may chdc tat ca s6 keo dd hét. Chiéc r6 mang theo nhan thin,
con tdi quan cla t6i bay gio' chita nhitng muoi déng tién.

T6i hdn hd chay vé nha. Me dang giti lda trén mot tdm van dé tach hat lua
khéi nhanh. Ba mim cudi véi tdi. B6 dén va cam so tién ma t6i dwa cho 6ng.
Me dugc b6 dua ngay hai dong dé di mua mot con ga. B6 di vao nha va lay
mot 6ng buong hai dau bit da thu dugce dung lam trap dung tién cla gia
dinh va bat dau ném cac dong tién vao.

T6i nin thé va nham dém theo. Nam, sdu, bay... Trén tay 6ng con lai mot
dong tién. bong tién cla toi. Bay gio dén lugt téi dugce trd cong, toi nghi nhw
vay. V&i mot giong néi ra ménh 1énh khong chap nhan mat sy trai y nao, 6ng
ndi cut Idn: “Pi mua cho tao mot chai rugu!”.

Not a compliment, nor any other words came from his lips. I took the money
and left the house, before Dad could see my tears welling up. I imagined I
would use the slender and flexible bamboo rafters placed behind the door
of the incident on my father to punish his deception, but this thought did
not have long consolation. Sadly, many of these same days will come to me.
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